
Dear Families: 
 
On March 17, 2020, in an effort to aggressively slow the spread of COVID-19, Governor Kate                
Brown ordered the closure of all schools in the state of Oregon for a minimum of six weeks,                  
through April 28, 2020.  
 
The Gresham-Barlow School District recognizes the significant impact an extended school           
closure will have on our entire community including students, families, and staff. Furthermore,             
we acknowledge the anxiety this may cause our parents and students, especially those who              
depend on us for special education instruction and related services. To that end, we have               
prepared a list of frequently asked questions to help address many of the common concerns               
regarding how special education services will be impacted by the extended school closure.  
 
Thank you for working with us as our entire community responds to COVID-19.  
 
 
Gresham-Barlow School District 
Special Education Department  
 
 
 

Gresham-Barlow School District 
COVID-19 Response Impact on Special Education Services FAQ 

 
Question 1: During the extended closure of the Gresham-Barlow School District (District), will             
my student still receive their Individualized Education Program (IEP) services?  
 
Answer: No. If a school closure causes educational services for all students to pause within the                
District, then the District is generally not required to provide services to the affected students               
eligible for special education services during that same period of time.  
 
The District will remain responsible for the free appropriate public education (FAPE) of its              
students eligible for special education services with an IEP. After the extended closure ends, the               
District will be reviewing how the closure impacted the delivery of special education and related               
services to students eligible for special education services. This might include an IEP Team              
meeting to discuss compensatory education and extended school year services, but such            
decisions will be made on a case by case basis. 
 
Question 2: Will the District provide mandatory online or distance learning during the extended              
school closure?  
 
Answer: At this time, no. In alignment with Executive Orders from Governor Brown and              
recommendations from the Oregon Department of Education (ODE), the District will provide            
supplemental learning supports, which are not required, graded or credit-earning. The District            
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has no current plans to provide comprehensive mandatory online or distance learning during the              
extended school closure. This includes both general and special education students.  
 
The Governor and the Oregon Department of Education has released recommendations that            
schools provide learning supports and supplemental services during the extended school closure.            
ODE does not recommend an online distance learning model unless a district can ensure that all                
students will have equal access to learning. Our District has a diverse student population and               
many of our students do not have regular access to technology or the internet. Moreover, an                
online distance learning model would not be cohesive with many special education students’ IEP              
services.  
 
However, if the District does decide to provide online distance learning only to certain grade               
levels—for example, only to seniors so they can accrue credits towards their graduation, then              
ODE has recommended that IEP services also be provided to special education students in those               
grades.  
 
 
Question 3: Does the extended school closure prohibit meetings such as evaluation/eligibility            
meetings and IEP meetings? 
 
Answer: No. Given the current Stay Home, Save Lives executive order from the Governor the               
District will hold annual IEP meetings and some evaluation/eligibility meetings using distance            
technology (e.g., phone call conferencing or video conferencing with Google Hangout),           
beginning April 6th. The District is confident that both options still provide parents with a               
meaningful opportunity to participate in the IEP meeting.  
 
 
Question 4: What if my student’s annual IEP review deadline is during the extended school               
closure? 
 
Answer: The District will, to the extent possible, hold all annual IEP meetings using distance               
technology beginning April 6, 2020. The District will also, to the extent possible, reschedule              
annual IEP meetings that were not held due to the extended spring break and school closure. At                 
this time the District has no guidance from the United States Department of Education regarding               
whether deadlines due during an extended school closure will be waived or extended. As such,               
the District will, to the extent possible, comply with all deadlines.  
 
 
Question 5: Where can I turn for more information regarding the District’s response to              
COVID-19?  
 
Answer: We are committed to keeping you updated with information as soon as it becomes               
available. Please continue to check the Gresham-Barlow School District Website for           
announcements related to COVID-19 and the actions the District is taking. The District’s website              
is located at: https://www.gresham.k12.or.us/gbsd  
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